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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS DISABLED SAILING IN THE NETHERLANDS, 2010

Organising Committee IFDS Worlds 2010 officially installed

The IFDS Worlds 2010 will be sailed from 6 – 14 July 2010 in Medemblik, the
Netherlands. The organising association is the Royal Netherlands Yacht Club
(KNZ&RV) acting under the authority of the International Foundation for Disabled
Sailors (IFDS). The Worlds form a qualifying event for the Olympic Games of 2012.
Some 200 participants are expected.

The Dutch organising committee has been officially installed by the International Foundation
for Disabled Sailors by handing over the IFDS flag at the end of the IFDS Worlds 2009 in
Athens in October to Jacques Kellermann Slotemaker, Chairman of the IFDS Worlds 2010.

“We are proud to receive this flag” states Kellermann Slotemaker. “It stands for remarkable
sportsmanship and team work. Our committee and approximately 80 volunteers look forward
to provide the sailors in the 2.4mR, the Sonar and the Skud a great World Championship
event in Medemblik next year. The fact that the 2010 Worlds is a qualifying event for the
Olympics makes it even more special. We hope to welcome many sailors!”.  A Committee of
Advice with many renowned names from the disabled sports associations and the sailing
association wholeheartedly supports these Worlds.

Kellermann Slotemaker and his Race Officer, Michiel Poulie, visited the IFDS Worlds 2009
event in Athens to prepare themselves optimally for the Worlds next year. As the Worlds in
2010 form a qualifying event for the Olympics some 200 competitors are expected, twice as
many as in Athens. All aspects of the event were discussed with the organising committee in
Athens: race management, measurement of the competing boats, special housing
arrangements, transportation for competitors, social programs, rules for coaches on the
water and many other aspects to be taken into account.

2.4mR, Sonar and Skud
Races will be sailed in the 2.4mR, for single sailors, the SONAR (crew of three) and in the
Skud (2 crew). All boats are adapted to their own crews. This makes measuring the boats, to
ensure fair competition, a secure and hard task for which special measurers need to be
attracted. The races will take place just outside of Medemblik, north of Amsterdam, on fresh,
non-tidal, water. Many large sailing events have been organised here previously. The
Medemblik Regatta center is well prepared for welcoming many competitors and
accommodating their boats and coaches.



“The fact that Thierry Schmitter, our Dutch 2.4 mR competitor, won the Worlds in Athens was
of course a great joy and pride to us!” Kellermann Slotemaker said. “We hope that his victory
will also be an additional reason for companies and organisations to sponsor the Worlds in
2010! Organising a world championship without corporate sponsorship and the willingness of
many volunteers has become nearly impossible” .
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